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Terms of Reference  

 

Senior Research Expert to identify main issues and weaknesses in the implementation of  

Access to Information Law in Lebanon  

 

 

I. Reference Organization: 

Lebanese Foundation for Permanent Civil Peace (LFPCP) 

 
II. BACKGROUND:   

Civic engagement and access to information Project is co-Implemented by The Lebanese 

Foundation for Permanent Civil Peace (LFPCP) and ARK, and funded by US Department of State. 

Our Project aims to promote for the Youth engagement in the pursuit of the Access to 

Information Law (ATIL) in Lebanon.  

The Lebanese Access to Information Law, Law No. 28 of 2017, is the first legal instrument in the 

country that obligates state administrations to publish financial and administrative data, and the 

first to allow its citizens to request information from the state. 

Our Role is to encourage Youth to express and participate in achieving transparency and full access 

to public information and to be a part of pursuing the implementation of ATIL and ensuring its 

sustainability to enhance government transparency. We encourage Youth to use their right to know 

and acknowledge youth as a changing, renewing and driving power in society. The Right to 

information is the key to participating and contributing to decision making. 

While youth face enormous challenges, particularly with regard to employment and livelihoods, 

they nevertheless represent the opportunity of today and tomorrow—as educators and innovators, 

entrepreneurs and investors, health professionals and scientists, politicians and peacemakers. This 

makes it doubly important to invest in them now— making it possible for future generations not 

only to survive but also thrive. We encourage Youth to use their right to know and acknowledge 

youth as a changing, renewing and driving power in society. The Right to information is the key 

to participating and contributing to decision making, and for youth to be part of the decision 

making they need to know who can make a decision, what a decision is and why it is made. Our 

goal, on the long run, is to Improve the capacities and enable the aspirations of youth on access 

and right to information so that they can contribute to and benefit from more stable, democratic, 

and prosperous communities. 



 

 
III. OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE OF WORK 

The principle objective of the assignment is to conduct research through collecting data and 

information on the main issues and weaknesses of the implementation of ATIL. This task will be 

conducted by a senior researcher targeting youth in 3 villages of North-Lebanon and 3 villages in 

Mount-Lebanon. The research process includes several tasks – listed in Section IV - that will 

lead to a study explaining how ATIL is being implemented in the selected 6 villages and what 

are the obstacles holding it back according to the local youth activists and Civil Society 

Organizations’ representatives. 

The researcher will work hand-in-hand with LFPCP project team and under the supervision of the 

Project Director to conduct and draft the research. LFPCP will keep close follow up and support 

for the expert to finalize and come up with concrete and very good results. 

 

IV. METHODOLOGY 

The researcher will apply the following methodology:  

- Conduct Desk Review/Literature Review of relevant documentation related to ATIL, 

transparency and accountability on the local level. 

- Conduct Key Informant Interviews, One-to-One Interviews, Focus Group Discussions, and 

Quantitative Surveys, with the ability to collaborate with target beneficiaries, to assess the 

youth awareness regarding their political rights and identify their contribution to the 

promotion of good governance at the local level. 

- Conduct Data entry and analysis on main youth needs in relevance with ATIL, the key 

problems and opportunities, in addition to the type and frequency of the accessible 

information. 

- Develop a research report that clearly exposes the findings, propose practical solutions and 

give conclusions based on available evidence.    

The selected researcher will work with the project team on the details of the final research report. 

 

V. TASKS TO BE PERFORMED 

Task 1: Conduct Desk Review/Literature Review of relevant documentation related to ATIL, 

transparency and accountability on the local level, while exploring Key Topics that are essential 

to address Youth needs and rights 

The documentation includes:  

 Relevant reports or documents and research studies 

 Published articles or interviews with the target beneficiaries 

 Videos, documentaries and any other visuals produced on the matter 

   

Task 2: Develop Questionnaires and conduct Key Informant Interviews, One-to-One Interviews, 

Focus Group Discussions, and Quantitative Surveys by: 



 

 Collecting background information on target beneficiaries 

 Defining the criteria of selection for the interviewees  

 Defining relevant open and closed questions  

 Set-up a plan to conduct the data collection on the field and/or online 

 

The Questionnaire to be approved by LFPCP before using it. 

 

Task 3: Conduct Data entry and analysis 

The researchers, and based on the data collection conducted in Task 1 and Task 2, shall operate a 

meticulous data entry process followed by a deep analysis of the findings.  

This particular task includes  

 Listing viewpoints of stakeholders 

 Determining Youth understanding of ATIL 

 Assessing Youth awareness of their political rights 

 Listing Needs and main topics to be discussed within round table discussions 

 Listing challenges or any other aspect to be addressed throughout the project 

 Providing tools and introducing ways for the youth to practice their right to Access to 

information,  

 Listing safe practices to hold public authorities accountable  

 Identifying obstacles and opportunities  

Task 4: Develop and Finalize the research report and keep a record of all documents reviewed. 

The researcher will come up with a list of practical suggestions, in addition to conclusions and 

recommendations that will help the project team to plan for the advocacy phase and adopt the 

findings.  

Task 5: Submit and present the research report.  

At the end of the research phase, the selected researcher will present the report to LFPCP and 

ARK.  

The report shall include several annexes:  

 List of the relevant documentation reviewed during the desk review process and used in 

the development of the content 

 List of interviewed people 

 List of the criteria of selection used in the data collection process 

 Methodology that was used to draft the research report 

 

Task 6: Conduct any additional relevant tasks as required by the job. 

 
VI. DELIVERABLES 

The outputs of this job mission are expected to be: 



 

 Final Research report that includes an executive summary, a clear table of content, all the 

findings related to the main and key challenges and opportunities related to the 

implementation of the ATIL, in addition to the Youth concerns on the matter. The report 

mentions as well the conclusions and recommendations that support the project objective 

and advocacy phase and contains several annexes listed in the Task 5.    

 Surveys, questionnaires and interviews documentations. 

 Pre-existing data research and New Data research records and documented findings. 

  

 

 

 

VII. TIMELINE 

The assignment is expected to happen during a 3 months period, starting the 1st of January 2022. 

 

VIII. SKILLS AND COMPETENCES 

Qualifications:  

 Master’s Degree in Social Sciences, Law, Political Studies or any equivalent subject 

relevant to the assignment. 

 Excellent writing and verbal communication skills in English and Arabic.  

 Ability to write concise, readable and analytical. 

 Anility to work on the field and communicate directly with target beneficiaries of young 

age.  

 Ability to work within tight deadlines.  

General Experience: 

 Minimum 8 years of working experience in implementing research methodologies 

including quantitative and qualitative data collection methods as Focus Groups Discussions 

(FGD) and Key Informant Interviews (KII), data analysis and report writing.  

Specific Experience: 

 Minimum 5 years of working experience in fields related to civil society organizations and/ 

or university professor in law, political studies, human rights and/ or civil society issues.  

 Good Knowledge on the mechanism and work of municipalities is preferable.  

 Good Understanding of Lebanese Laws, specifically the Access to Information Law. 

 

 

 



 

IX. HOW TO APPLY: 
 

Applicants should have a proven, long-standing experience in Research, data collection and data 
analysis and a proficient level of Arabic and English. 

LFPCP is committed to equal opportunities and diversity of perspective at the work, regardless of 
gender, social background or personal situation. 

Interested candidates shall send their: 1) updated CV, including list of previous working 
experience, 2) Motivation Letter, and 3) Sample of at least one work done in similar context (in 
English)  4) list of proposed expected deliverables/outputs  to this email: info@lfpcp.org  

The deadline of submission of the application is December 31, 2021 at 5:00 pm. 

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted. 
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