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ASSISTANCE TO AFFECTED AREAS AROUND NAHER EL BARED CAMP (NBC)
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Akkar is historically among the most socio-economically deprived areas in Lebanon and NBC confrontations in 2007 exacerbated the destitute conditions. With a level of funding of $6 million from 2008-2011, USAID program will focus primarily on 21 villages that have been severely affected around the NBC. The program is implemented by CHF International and Relief International who will work with municipalities and communities to complete a local economic development plan for their villages and more importantly to implement projects under the plans to improve livelihoods of local citizens. 
The program will enhance job creation & income generation in the area through the following sectors:  Tourism / Eco-Tourism,  Agriculture,  ICT,  and Business/Enterprise  Development with focus on: Youth and Women.  Local Economic Development projects with the municipalities and the community will be implemented rapidly as early as December 2008. Illustrative examples of projects include (but not limited to): 
1. Employment and Innovation Expansion Fund ($990,000 in grants to improve businesses) 
2. Micro-Finance program ($400,000 revolving funds for micro-loans ) 
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Vocational Training and Apprentice ship program (job market-oriented and on-the job training) 
4. Olive oil press and packing center
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