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My name is Maha. | am 49 years old



My name is Maha. | am 49 years old. Single.
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| was 18 years old when | met Salah.
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He was 21.
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My father and mother had divorced when | was | |
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| lived with my sisters Amal and Fatmeh
and my brother Maher, together with our father.
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My mother left the camp and went to her parents’ house in Sweden.
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3 years later my father got married and moved in
with his wife to a new house.
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The four of us stayed in the old house.
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| was the youngest, and my sister Amal
raised me and took care of me.
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After 2 years, Amal got married and left the house.
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For Maher’s wedding, we threw a party on our rooftop.
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The guests started arriving.
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When | showed up at the little fountain in front of the house with glasses
of juice




| saw Salah... He was looking at me and smiling.




| remembered him...
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He was Maher’s friend back when we were young.
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He used to spend his days at our place
before travelling to Germany to live with his uncle.
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He told me he had decided to spend the summer in the camp.
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His father was sick and he did not want to leave him alone.
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We talked all evening long




and he told me about Germany.
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| even remember he taught me a couple of words
in German that evening




and we Ie;ughed a lot while he was teaching me.
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After Maher's wedding, my sister Fatmeh and | stayed alone at home.
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Maher and his wife moved to their own house in our neighborhood.
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| kept seeing Salah at Maher’s house when he came to visit.
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And we started meeting more often.
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He started asking me to come over to Maher’s place
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and we’'d meet there and act as if it was a pure coincidence.
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And at night, when | would leave Maher’s house




he’'d walk with me until the end of the neighborhood.
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And we used to sit in front
of the house and chat a bit every time.
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Day after day we got attached to each other.
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We did not let a day pass by without meeting or talking
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and we started talking about the future.
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And one day...
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Salah’s father passed away.
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Two months later, he decided to go back to Germany.




He surprised me and asked me to go with him.
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“Let’s get married”, he said!!




Sl e gl by H389
And he decided to ask my father for my hand in marriage.




But the answer was clear:
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«This marriage will not happen until Fatmeh gets married».




Oyl,8 e dwoy @ Y (&99—37 Olg> O la
This was my father’'s answer
and there was no way to change his mind.
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But no one was proposing to Fatmeh.
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«Fatmeh is older than you,
and she should get married before you do»
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Salah left to Germany and promised he would come back.




A year passed...
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and we were in touch every day.
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Salah decided to come back and ask for my hand in marriage again.
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But again, my father refused.
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Year after year, Salah came back
and asked for my hand in marriage.
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And year after year my father refused... «<Fatmeh first».
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Our communication became less frequent...
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until one day | heard Salah got married in Germany.




That year he did not come back to the camp...
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Today is my 49" birthday.
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Fatmeh never got married.
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And | am still single.
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UNRWA

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and is mandated to provide assistance
and protection to a population of some 5 million registered Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip to achieve their full potential in human development, pending a just
solution to their plight. UNRWA's services encompass education, health care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and
improvement, and microfinance.

Website: www.unrwa.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/unrwa

ABAAD-Resource Center for Gender Equality

ABAAD is a non-profit, non-politically affiliated, non-religious civil association that aims to achieve gender equality as an essential
condition to sustainable social and economic development in the MENA region.

ABAAD seeks to promote women's equality and participation through policy development, legal reform, gender mainstreaming,
engaging men, eliminating discrimination, and advancing and empowering women to participate effectively and fully in their
communities.

ABAAD also seeks to support and collaborate with civil society organizations that are involved in gender equality programs and
advocacy campaigns.

Tele/fax: +961(1) 283820
+961(1) 283821
Website: www.abaadmena.org
E-mail: abaad@abaadmena.org
Facebook: facebook.com/abaadmena
Youtube channel: youtube.com/user/ABAADMENA

The views expressed in this booklet are those of the producers and do not necessarily reflect the views of UNRWA.

© All Rights reserved in the name of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA) & ABAAD-Resource Center for Gender Equality (ABAAD).

This publication is copyrighted but the text may be used free of charge for the purposes of advocacy, campaigning, education,
and raising awareness, provided that the source is acknowledged in full.
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About the booklet

This booklet is one of a serie of 3 booklets enclosing a collection of 180 photos, captured by young Palestinian girls and boys
in Burj Chemali Camp, South Lebanon. Through using the ‘Pinhole Camera’ technique, these girls and boys captured some
challenging sides of the lives of Palestinian youth through aspects of discrimination, violence and gender-based violence affecting
their communities. Throughout these photos, the 3 booklets tell 3 personal stories narrated by the participants that implicate
deep personal sufferings caused by community-imposed norms, traditions and social exclusion. Aspects of marginalization,
affliction, and constraints inside the Palestinian camps are reflected in the stories, mirroring what Palestinian youth have
captured through their pinhole cameras and through their perception of social challenges in their society.

The stories in this booklet are fictional narratives developed by participants and the names mentioned in the stories do not reflect
any real life person.

About the Project

This booklet comes within a project implemented by ABAAD -Resource Center for Gender Equality in partnership with UNRWA
- the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, during the summer of 2013. During
the project, workshops were conducted to train young adolescent Palestinian boys and girls in Burj Chemali camp in southern
Lebanon on the principles and skills of photography using the "Pinhole Camera” technique. Between August and September
2013, the Women Programme Center in the camp was transformed into a professional photography workshop, equipped with a
dark room to process the photographic films. Participants were taught the basics of photography and the process of developing
the pinhole camera and every participant prepared their own camera. The cameras were used to capture moments reflecting
different aspects of participants’ lives in the camp. Concepts of gender equality, gender roles and discrimination were discussed
with participants who narrated real life examples on how men and women in their surroundings are brought up to meet socially
constructed gender roles and values. The photographs were thus used as a platform for youth to express the perceived dynamics
of gender relations and gender inequalities existing in their community.

A "pinhole camera” is a simple camera without a lens and with a single small aperture, a pinhole — effectively a light-proof paper
box with a small hole in one side. Light from a scene passes through this single point and projects an inverted image on the
opposite side of the box.
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Maha's situation portrays a story of gender-based discrimination enforced by traditions, customs and norms which have deprived b )lasb Wshoy giadl oo e oy Il BheVly wJEdly Olslell dus,d S $rizd) supadl o dlo 4o dad )édﬁ

Maha of enjoying her rights of selecting her life partner and of pursuing her life the way she wishes. Denying Maha her right to I e . - . R L. s .
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marry the man she loves is an act of gender-based violence which undermine women'’s rights and disregard women'’s needs and b s s R = oo gl dell e sl ¢ e o W olomy 25 LS ik s sl sl
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Always remember! sz,
*You have the right to live in dignity, to feel safe and to be protected from all forms of harm. Ub Ll> GJSJ"
*You have the right to access humanitarian aid and full protection — free of charge and with nothing in return- no matter what bt glsji B e Dlesdby OLIL CIESA] QT.B ol S0 sl Bl coade
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*If anyone has hurt you, it is NOT your fault. Seek immediately specialized medical/legal/psychosocial care available in your area. " - -
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