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Shadows of Alleys
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My name is Leila. | am 17 years old
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It was a very sad day when my father passed away.




It was a Sunday... in November.
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A day in which [ felt my entire life changed...




We buried him in the camp’s cemetery
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| prayed that all this would be just a nightmare
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one that | would wake up from
to see my father next to me.
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| spent the first month visiting the cemetery every day




sluss pueo

morning and evening.
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Sometimes they would find me asleep at his grave.
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After a month of absence, | returned to school
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because finishing my studies was
the most important thing for my father.
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But | could not focus in class.
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Sometimes | used to stay home and go up
to the rooftop where I'd sit alone and think.
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It was the only place where | could rest
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away from the chaos of the camp and its people.
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And one evening, | saw him.
He was on the rooftop next to ours.
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He was smoking and drinking, all alone.
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His name was Wissam and he was here visiting his grandfather.
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| remembered we used to play together in the neighborhood
when we were young.
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| stood up to go back home when | heard him
asking me «How are you Leila»?
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In a second he jumped on to our rooftop with two cans
in his hands. He handed me one and asked me to drink.
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He lit up a cigarette and gave it to me...
He said he was staying at his grandfather’s for 6 months.
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We kept on talking all evening long.
He told me how his parents are divorced and don’t care about him.
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[ told him it was the same case with my mother.
She has been on antidepressants ever since my father passed away.
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And so | started going to school during the day,




Jb plug Boal gy oS OIS 5543 USy

but all I would think of was seeing Wissam in the evening.
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We met every evening. Sometimes on the rooftop,




and other times in the alley next to the house
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but always making sure the neighbors did not see us.
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We used to talk about our lives, about the camp and its people...
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And one day he handed me a cigarette and said: «smoke».
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It had a different flavor... | felt very happy.
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We stayed up all night long.
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We started meeting up every evening...
and | started having trouble waking up in the morning.
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| started being late for school...
And sometimes | would not even go.
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| would sleep during the day,
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and spend the evening with Wissam.
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One day Wissam’s grandfather decided
to go visit his brother in the north for a week.
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And Wissam was alone at home. He asked me to come over.
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My mother, as usual, was sleeping after taking her pills.
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| went to his place... We stayed up late and | slept over.
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And | started spending my nights at Wissam’s
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and going back home early in the morning before my mother would wake up...
for a whole week.
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After a while my belly starting growing.




lols ) CutiS|

<

| discovered | was pregnant!
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| did not know what to do... or who to tell.




45 wis plug gy &) C35l 5l (s

It was time for Wissam to go back to his mother’s.
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| went to my father’s grave. | hadn’t been there for 4 months...
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| did not want to go back home... | spent the night at the cemetery
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and when the sun came up
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| left the cemetery and went back home.




The streets of the camp were empty
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and its people were sleeping.




| went up to the rooftop
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and without thinking, | closed my eyes and jumped...
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| remember | woke up at the hospital, my whole body ached.




| heard my uncle talking on the telephone
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saying they will put me in the reformatory
once | am out of the hospital.
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Everyone in the camp talks about me now
and it is impossible for me to go back there....




My name is Leila... I am 17 years old.
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UNRWA

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and is mandated to provide assistance
and protection to a population of some 5 million registered Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip to achieve their full potential in human development, pending a just
solution to their plight. UNRWA's services encompass education, health care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and
improvement, and microfinance.

Website: www.unrwa.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/unrwa

ABAAD-Resource Center for Gender Equality

ABAAD is a non-profit, non-politically affiliated, non-religious civil association that aims to achieve gender equality as an essential
condition to sustainable social and economic development in the MENA region.

ABAAD seeks to promote women's equality and participation through policy development, legal reform, gender mainstreaming,
engaging men, eliminating discrimination, and advancing and empowering women to participate effectively and fully in their
communities.

ABAAD also seeks to support and collaborate with civil society organizations that are involved in gender equality programs and
advocacy campaigns.

Tele/fax: +961(1) 283820
+961(1) 283821
Website: www.abaadmena.org
E-mail: abaad@abaadmena.org
Facebook: facebook.com/abaadmena
Youtube channel: youtube.com/user/ABAADMENA

The views expressed in this booklet are those of the producers and do not necessarily reflect the views of UNRWA.

© All Rights reserved in the name of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA) & ABAAD-Resource Center for Gender Equality (ABAAD).

This publication is copyrighted but the text may be used free of charge for the purposes of advocacy, campaigning, education,
and raising awareness, provided that the source is acknowledged in full.
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About the booklet

This booklet is one of a serie of 3 booklets enclosing a collection of 180 photos, captured by young Palestinian girls and boys
in Burj Chemali Camp, South Lebanon. Through using the ‘Pinhole Camera’ technique, these girls and boys captured some
challenging sides of the lives of Palestinian youth through aspects of discrimination, violence and gender-based violence affecting
their communities. Throughout these photos, the 3 booklets tell 3 personal stories narrated by the participants that implicate
deep personal sufferings caused by community-imposed norms, traditions and social exclusion. Aspects of marginalization,
affliction, and constraints inside the Palestinian camps are reflected in the stories, mirroring what Palestinian youth have
captured through their pinhole cameras and through their perception of social challenges in their society.

The stories in this booklet are fictional narratives developed by participants and the names mentioned in the stories do not reflect
any real life person.

About the Project

This booklet comes within a project implemented by ABAAD -Resource Center for Gender Equality in partnership with UNRWA
- the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, during the summer of 2013. During
the project, workshops were conducted to train young adolescent Palestinian boys and girls in Burj Chemali camp in southern
Lebanon on the principles and skills of photography using the "Pinhole Camera” technique. Between August and September
2013, the Women Programme Center in the camp was transformed into a professional photography workshop, equipped with a
dark room to process the photographic films. Participants were taught the basics of photography and the process of developing
the pinhole camera and every participant prepared their own camera. The cameras were used to capture moments reflecting
different aspects of participants’ lives in the camp. Concepts of gender equality, gender roles and discrimination were discussed
with participants who narrated real life examples on how men and women in their surroundings are brought up to meet socially
constructed gender roles and values. The photographs were thus used as a platform for youth to express the perceived dynamics
of gender relations and gender inequalities existing in their community.

A "pinhole camera” is a simple camera without a lens and with a single small aperture, a pinhole — effectively a light-proof paper
box with a small hole in one side. Light from a scene passes through this single point and projects an inverted image on the
opposite side of the box.

S o

plazaly Old sz (Jloddl gy e G Ol Ossichadd Glady OLad lghitl] $yso WA+ e $g205 Ol ¥ e Sty LSl s
9l 5epell JST 0 (lsz (o0 Liss sl 0 JNe (0o Olsdlly Ol sV3e (s W8y sl 1yolSb o BysS jygas &
M gall 0da I e BN SLESII 0da 5953 O/ pdilsine § 35 bz Gly elazzdl g sl e @S Caislly il
Coab W8y . olozzl slad¥ly daliiy oulliy dlsley meimbl sww ) duasad] BUlall go skl l) Ol OsSHLal) s paad
oo Ob/guidaadal) Ob/oLall @/dhil b LuSle aaill oda § didauddl] Olosdl 515 35:ally 8Llebls Ginegd! sz
ool pgilraize § disloazz¥l Olpsall oo/ eaiks JNs (o LS Dgiill 1l Y

M S) ikl Logas e Blis Sylatus clowl Lo Sl 1ia § 33,l5)1 ol ]

gosibl dudls

bl eI Jusss BLY Susall gl s go Oslell slal duwge 0dudin Cwld g9t Glw pad Sl 1o Gl
Olady Old Lo d] Cdue das Gy Bas Guds @o bl Mg YT aledl Cho IN Gl § oy39Y1 - GV 380 &
o «dygBill LolSly 43 plusiuly $hegisdll poaill Ohlgey (sole e Sld Lsiz § Jlddl g5 et § Ol ppidauds
dollae B3 JolSIL 03425 033 «BhEsiodll poatll Bims U] puinkl @ Lol gualndl 3550 Jagos 65 ¢ VoV Jsbly T 588
S &)ling Plis IS o Cum 1lS) 0de sby Sy msatll Olulul OHLibls oSHLidl eudss 63 63 oes MY gl
peolie a8l ot IS J] BLo] okl § O/ pailis (e diline slosil ysat OlpelSUl od plasiiul o3 W85 Aol La/dinelS
day )l s 4s8ly dial 99y Gloll/ il Sl oSHled] ge Gelozz g sl sy sendlly uslozz¥) SlsaVly Guuied] o Blglud)
Jsall ode Clesiul JWls Leloiz! Ssamtl dslszz¥l JlssVls oull dgzlsh o palasme § sludly Jleyll oo US Leals g )
iz § 835290 (0 ly Login Blslud] pusy izl oy OB Olalyw) a3, oo LS (o i) QLAY dataS

sguall &Jos Badro J&15 ] Ho,bhb cgall powd yso doly LS g9od S dwds (90 dawo ygas BIs o2 «ds g8l | alS»
Bgdiall Jols mog3 old &)y Je 3ygaS



The story of Leila, a 17 year old girl who attempts to commit suicide after realising she is pregnant, reveals often untold realities
facing young women in many parts of the world. The story touches on issues that are often seen as taboo and forbidden and
which, for that reason, undermines the rights, needs and protection of women and girls in society. Leila’s story demonstrate
how society shapes the ways in which women and girls are expected to behave according to “traditional” roles and in manners
“approved” by society. For Leila, the consequence is a young girl who is ostracized by her family and her community and
subjected to gender-based violence.

Always remember!

*You have the right to live in dignity, to feel safe and to be protected from all forms of harm.

*You have the right to access humanitarian aid and full protection - free of charge and with nothing in return- no matter what
country / religion / group you belong to.

*If anyone has hurt you, it is NOT your fault. Seek immediately specialized medical/legal/psychosocial care available in your area.

*You are NOT ALONE. Specialized services are available.
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